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observation* For, in the first place, a series of
past successive generations strictly infinite, is
inconceivable, and we feel that a beginning
there must have been. And next, the very
law of reproduction, by which individuals are
multiplied, points naturally to a time when
there existed only a single pair, or a few pairs
at the most, from which the present numbers
might have grown by a law which is seen in
constant and hourly operation. And thus tho
fundamental law of reason, and the special
induction from the facts of multiplying life
around us, point alike to a beginning; when
parent individuals, in each species, were gifted
with those wonderful powers which have led to
tho countless births of later generations.

A third induction, almost or altogether as
wide as the two others, binds together thoir
seeming contrast in the unity of ono conver-
gent and harmonious theory. For all expe-
rience and observation, through all tho known
history of mankind, and in millions on millions
of cases, daily and hourly observed, provo that
generation and reproduction, both in plants and
animals, is limited to its own kind, and is never
seen to travel from one known species to
another. It is true that, in the lowest forms
of animal life, a class of cases have been dis~